
management team without 
compromising efficiency 
and incurring additional 
cost. Variable costs can also 
be reduced by introducing 
greater efficiency.

Beef farming must be 
based on rand/ha return 
for an operation to survive 
in the long term. Land 
is a farmer’s biggest 
capital cost and should 
be used as efficiently as 
possible. The best return 
on capital is thus realised 
by maximising your 
return per hectare utilised. 
Whether you produce 
weaners or raise oxen, 
this principle should be 
your primary focus.

For a number of years  
now, Beefmaster cows’ 
efficiency indices have 
exceeded, by some  
margin, that of  
any other breeds. 

Beefmaster calves are 
weaned at approximately 
48% of their mothers’ 
weight. This makes the 
cow’s return of beef per 
intake highly lucrative.

Another important 
advantage of the breed 
is that the Beefmaster 
can adapt to any region 
of South Africa. This 
makes it a low-cost, 
easy-to-maintain breed 
able to perform under 
all conditions. 

Eighty years ago, when 
faced with a similar 
economic situation 

to that in South Africa at 
present, US cattle breeder 
Tom Lasater took the 
decision to stop farming 
for sentimental reasons 
and ego. Instead, he started 
farming to make money.

Lasater had three 
stud herds – Brahman, 
Shorthorn and Hereford 
– and was struggling to 
make ends meet as the 
world emerged from the 
Great Depression of the 
1930s. He decided to mix 
these herds and start 
selecting only for those 
traits that would put 
money in his pocket. 

The traits he settled on 
were fertility, hardiness, 
weight, temperament, milk 
and adaptability. Lasater 

vowed to stick to these only 
and always keep things 
simple. He believed that 
by selecting too many 
traits, a breeder would 
compromise on those that 
add to the bottom line.

BREEDING NOW
Breeding cattle in 2016 
should be no different 
to the early days of 
Beefmaster. To survive in 
these tough economic and 
drought conditions, you 
need economy of scale to 
stem rising overhead costs 
and the cost of bureaucratic 
red tape. Simply put, 
economy of scale means 
that the greater the number 
of goods produced, the 
lower will be the per-unit 
fixed cost. Practically, 
you have to maximise 
the output of your 

ABOVE:
As Beefmaster 
calves are small 
at birth, cows 
experience 
few calving 
problems.

RIGHT:
In most breeding 
operations, 
Beefmaster 
cows are culled 
if they fail to 
calve every year.

ABOVE:
Tom Lasater 
developed the 
Beefmaster 
breed in the 
1930s by 
selectng very 
specific traits.
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BRED FOR  
HIGH FERTILITY 
Fertility has historically 
been a major problem in 
South Africa; the national 
re-conception figure 
stands at about 65%. Due 
to the practice of culling 
cows that do not calve 
every year, Beefmaster 
cows have been naturally 
selected for fertility 
since the early 1930s.

Beefmaster calves are 
small at birth, leading  
to very few calving 
problems, and they grow 
rapidly. This makes 
them highly sought-
after. Feedlots often pay 
a premium for quality 
Beefmaster calves.

Beef producers 
frequently fail to pay 
sufficient attention to 
the quality of bulls 
purchased, with the 
result that a relatively 
cheap bull can end 
up becoming costly. 
It is crucial therefore 
to do your homework 
and know whom you 
are buying from. 

Here are some important 
points to consider: 
•	 Do not be tempted to 
buy from anyone who 
sells ‘cheap’ bulls;
•	  Do the seller’s cows 
run under similar 
conditions to yours?; 
•	 Does he have the 
necessary records 
available? 

If the bull can increase 
your weaning percentage 
by 10kg/calf at an average 
of R20/kg, this is an extra 
R200/calf per year. 

Tom Lasater said: 
“Cattle breeding is 
simple. The hard part 
is keeping it simple.” 

Align yourself with 
others who are making a 
success of their farming 
operations and not those 
who have a ‘recipe’ for 
every occasion and 
nothing to show for it. 

Finally, aim to be 
in the top 10% of beef 
producers in the country. 
•	 Phone	the	Beefmaster	
Cattle	Breeders’	Society	
on	083	417 7047	or	visit	
www.beefmastersa.co.za.

PROMOTIONAL SUPPLEMENT

Selecting for carefully defined traits in cattle can ensure the best possible return on investment.  
The hardy Beefmaster breed is therefore ideal for South Africa’s harsh production environment.

Beefmaster can help you 
survive the financial squeeze 

 ‘CATTLE BREEDING IS SIMPLE – THE  
 HARD PART IS KEEPING IT SIMPLE’ 
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